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D Fritz Bitz:

Well, June is over. The weather was good
for every event | had going and then | left for
vacation. The weather in the UP was better
than it was here. We had a little rain overnight
once but the days were good and dry. It was
a nice relaxing week.
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The Hamfest went very well. The weather was picture perfect and the attendance
looked very good. All we see is the Sunday event. What we don’t see is the
weeks and months it takes to put everything together so Sunday goes well.
Thanks to Fred (K8EBI), it all looks easy. | would like to thank Fred for everything
he has done over the past 30 plus years for putting the hamfest together and
everything else he has done for the club. It's people like Fred who make
organizations like ours work. Whoever takes over the hamfest in the future will
have big shoes to fill but thanks to Fred, who has laid out a good plan, | think we
will be okay.

Field day went good and there were a lot of operators to fill the time. | was
unable to attend but heard several good reports. | also heard the cookout went
very well and the food was outstanding. Of course | heard that from Mike
(N8KUF) so I wonder. Thank you for everyone who helped for set-up and tear
down Saturday and Sunday, and all of the operators for both phone and CW.

| won’t be at the meeting this month because the 16th is my anniversary and |
told my wife | would take her to dinner. So while you guys are sitting around
listening to Mike, | will be eating a big juicy steak. Sorry.

So, until next month, 73.

See you at the meeting.
Don Fritz, N8BZN

Monroe, Michigan, U.S.A.

www.facebook.com/
groups/
\1 643856795878368/ )
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Michigan’s First Special Service Club

MCRCA Meeting Minutes for June 18, 2026

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, by Don N8BZN.
Pledge of Allegiance
Introductions: No new members, upgrades and three guests. Nate Andrews and parents

MINUTES: Motion by Paul W8PI, supported by Dale WASEFK, to approve as written in the
Herald. Approved.

TREASURER REPORT: Motion by Paul W8PI, supported by Dale WASEFK, to approve the
treasurer’s report as passed out to the membership. Approved.

DX REPORT: Tom KG8P, conditions are erratic, Kyrgyzstan, Armenia/MK80, 5H3DX Tanzania.
Best DX a week ago when 6m was the best in along time.

CONTESTING: Paul W8PI, WI QSO Party June 20, ARRL FIELD DAY June 27-28, RAC
Canada Day Contest July 1, Alabama QSO Party Jul 25. There are pictures
from the S.E.T. in QST, also pictures from Dayton.

TESTING: Paul - Next session - Sat. June 20, 2026. Appointments Preferred - FRN and
email req’d

CLASSES: Don - Next class - Sat. August 8, 2026 contact Don N8BZN — Tech class
HAMFEST: Don, - Be there at 9:00 am Saturday

FIELD DAY: Paul, Field Day, Vienna park is reserved for June 27 & 28th. Proof of Insurance
sent. This month’s program is on Field Day.

ARPSC Jim WD8NWEF, Erie Race for the kids had 700 participants almost double previous
year. 4" of July parade contact Lance if you can help out. July 2" meeting at
EMD. Monroe County made a declaration for Amateur Radio Week.

RRRA: Mike N8KUF, Things are going good, Ida has been refurbished now has DMR and FM.
Rodney is mailing out new books

OLD BUSINESS: NEEDED: Christmas Party Coordinator. T-shirts see Barb NM8I Polo or
regular. T

NEW BUSINESS: None

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING: Mike — Neil — Carl Knauss KISGM

50/50: JohnTurner

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 18 Colonies & Lewis and Clark special events
PROGRAM: Field Day Made Easy, Paul slide show

ADJOURNED: 9:01 pm

ATTENDANCE: 29

NM8I Barb WABEFK Dale N8BZN Don K8EBI Fred
KS8G Gaylord WDS8NWEF Jim KN8CR Jeff N8RW!I John
K8UMF John WAB8YZB John KJ8H Keith KF8FXU Mike
N8KUF Mike KA8PQH Neil W8PI Paul KE8RIJ Richard
KD8ZNZ Rodney KF8FYP Ron KEBMFY Steve N8NYP Terry
KG8P Tom KF8BKN Trafton KC8SKP Wes KD8KHX Tim
N3MJR Monnie KI8BGM Carl Knauss Margaret Knauss Robert Griesinger

Jill Miller

Page 2
L

(

Committees

Club Station
Wes Busdiecker KC8SKP

DX Net

Soon

Field Day
Jeff Breither KABNCR

Finance
Paul Trouten W8PT (chair)
Fred VanDaele K8EBI
Dale Williams WABEFK

HamFest
Fred VanDaele K8EBI

Hertzian Herald
Fred VanDaele K8EBI

Historian
Paul Trouten W8PI

Public Relations
Terry Kolton N8NYP

Scholarship
Fred VanDaele K8EBI

Program Chairman
Dale WABEFK
dale.wms1@frontier.com

Membership
Terry Kolton N8NYP
n8nyp@arrl.net

Property Custodian
Paul Trouten W8PI
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Post Hamfest Report 2026

Another hamfest is done and gone and we couldn’t have asked for better weather. Even with the good weather the
turnout was down some from normal. Tickets, Trunk were down some from normal this year, but we sold more
tables than last year.

Everything went quite smoothly and | didn’t hear anything but compliments from the people | talked to. Many
people told me that our hamfest is their favorite hamfest, which is always good to hear. People’s compliments are
the best part of doing the hamfest.

We had very good help this year, more than usual and everyone jumped in and helped get everything set up
without a problem. We had plenty of help with setup, running and selling tickets. | would like to thank everyone that
helped out this year.

Thanks to all that helped set up Saturday morning and also helped to tear down Sunday afternoon, and a special
thanks to all the people that sold tickets out at the gate Sunday morning. That job is a long hard job but at least with
the good weather it wasn’t so miserable. Thanks to Tim KD8KHX for stepping up and spending the night to watch
over everything. Last but not least, | want to give the biggest thank you to Brenda KB8KQC, without her | would
never be able to do the Hamfest or Field Day. She puts in a lot of time and effort that none of you ever see, and has
picked up the slack that | haven’t been doing since my knee and back problems. There is no way | would attempt
to do these two events without her tremendous help. | am so very lucky to have her by my side. Please give her
a big thank you when you see her.

This hamfest is the big event of the year and provides a large portion of support for the club, and only a percentage
of the members help out each year. It's so nice to work with dependable people on such an important project,
Thank you all very much. Fred KBEBI, Hamfest Chairman.
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Navigating an HOA and Returning to Amateur Radio and Field Day!

07/06/2026

Fred Johnson, K6FRD, is an amateur radio operator in
Riverside, California. Like many hams, he lives in an HOA-

controlled neighborhood. For Johnson, finding practical, low- &

visibility, antenna solutions has become part of the fun over
the years.

“For years | struggled to enjoy HF because, like many B

amateurs in an HOA, towers and conventional outdoor
antennas simply aren’t an option,” said Johnson. ‘| tried
several radios over the years, but without an effective
antenna | rarely heard much activity and had very limited
success making contacts. A few weeks ago, | decided to
stop chasing radios and instead focus on building the best |
stealth antenna | could.”

Johnson said that after returning to HF last year, he enjoyed
experimenting with antennas, portable operating, FT8, and
station design to see what’s possible from a suburban
backyard.

“The result is a simple 145-foot horizontal loop made from N

14 AWG THHN wire, mounted on stainless cup hooks around
the top of my backyard fences about six feet above the |
ground. The wire is insulated from the hooks with short

pieces of clear vinyl tubing and is fed with a 4:1 current § .

balun and approximately 25 feet of RG-8X coax. | also added

ferrite chokes at both the antenna and radio ends of the feed line to help minimize common-mode current and

noise.”

“The results have honestly exceeded my expectations,” he said. “My noise floor is typically only S1 to S2, allowing

me to hear stations | would have completely missed before.”

ARRL Field Day 2026 gave Johnson a chance to operate entirely on battery power using his IC-7300 and his new
antenna, making contacts on 10, 15, and 20 meters. Since installing the loop, he has worked 39 states, 24
countries, and stations throughout Japan, Hawaii, Samoa, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, South America,

and across North America—all from his HOA backyard!

Johnson went on to say he hopes that sharing his successes, and the occasional lessons learned along the way,
encourages other operators, especially those with HOA restrictions, to get on the air and enjoy this amazing

hobby.

Johnson has created a Google photo album with all of the photos of his antenna design:

photos.app.goo.gl/geF1eToA4q7cAj5PA

Editor’s note: Thanks to Fred Johnson, K6FRD, for sharing his story, his HOA-proof antenna, and his effort to

return to amateur radio and Field Day!
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ARPSC Report

Happy 250" USA..and the heatis on...... and hopefully you all have power restored.
AMATEUR RADIO PUBLIC SERVICE CORPS

ARPSC

MONROE COUNTY

July started out with a bang this year in terms of events and Severe Weather. In the first
4 days of the month we had a monthly meeting, a round of Severe Weather with heavy
winds Friday night, Multiple power outages including 2 activations where ARPSC
Leadership was called into the County Command Truck due to generator failure at
EMD/Dispatch, The Dundee Independence Day Parade and an all day standby for
leadership due to the power outage at Dispatch. In June we submitted 199 hours for the
entire month to the state....As of July 5" we were already at 139 with a LOT of month
yet to go.

This is why we need as many folks as possible on the team to spread out workload and be able to cover the tasked requested
of us. Wantto help out? See meeting information below or check out our webpage www.MCARPSC.org

On Saturday July 4%, as we always do, we helped the Dundee VFW post lineup and organize the Independence Day parade.
Even with the heat and the large swath of power outages that affected the amount of help we had, the parade went well,
everyone was happy and there was a lot of patriotic themed units. AHUGE THANK YOU to those that braved the heat and
helped out; Dale WABEFK, Mike N8KUF, Jim WD8NWF, Terry N8NYP, Jay WB8TKL, Mary Anne W8VWY, Trafton KF8BKN,
Ron KF8FYP, and Tim KC8ZTI.

The meteorologists are predicting warmer temps thru mid month and a possible increase in Severe Weather and General
storms...Have your radios charged, flashlights with good batteries and always be listening to 146.720 MHz (72 Monroe) for any
SKYWARN activation’s

During the Monroe County Fair August 2™ thru August 8th, we will have an additional need for SKYWARN Operators to be on
standby during the day and evening should severe weather threaten. EMD and the fair have asked us to be on heightened alert
watching the weather. Having operators available in all areas of the county to give a true Ground Truth picture of storms headed
towards the Fairgrounds. Several AEC’s and myself will be rotating staffing in the County Incident Command Truck during the
evenings that week and there will be an increased need for Net Control Operators as we do not run a SKYWARN net from the
truck. No matter where you are in the county that week, please make sure you have a charged radio with you in case
inclement weather pops up, you can check into SKYWARN and help keep everyone at the fair safe.

Calendar for fall

August 5" ARPSC Meeting ****ONLY if there is a pressing issue, we will have a FULLY ZOOM meeting due to fair ops,
otherwise the next meeting will be Sept.***

Thursday Sept *¢ ARPSC Meeting 7:30pm Programming your HT-Bring your HT

Saturday Sept 5" Saturday Session 9am-Radio Programming Workshop

Thursday October 't 7:30pm ARPSC Meeting—SET Information

Saturday October 3rd 8am-12pm Fall Simulated Emergency Test

If you are interested in honing your skills or building new ones, please feel free to stop in to any of our meetings or training
sessions, or participate on our nets. We are here to help every operator learn and perform better. It doesn’'t matter if your call
sign was just posted on the FCC database or you have had your ticket for decades, we are always looking for additional
operators.

ARPSC meetings are usually the first Thursday of every month at 7:30pm at the EMD on Raisinville Rd.

As always Thanks to the club and the club webmaster for linking our FB and webpage, and to Fred for his time getting this
newsletter out.

73, Lance Charter KESBYC
Emergency Coordinator
Monroe County Amateur Radio Public Service Corps
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TECH TRIVIA 34 — Unit Men

In pre-industrial times there was little need for an exact system of measure. Barter was the rule: this pig for that stack of hay;
my two dozen eggs for the use of your plow horse for an afternoon. Surprisingly, electrical measures were just this informal
prior to about 1890: 100 Daniell cells in series for a 150-mile telegraph circuit using No. 11 iron wire was a common rule — no
mention of volts or ohms.

Charles Augustin De Coulomb (French) began the trend towards more exact electrical measurement in 1785 when he
proved that the force between two electrostatically charged bodies varied inversely as the square of the distance between
them: F =Q1 x Q2 /d*2. The unit of charge (Q) was designated the coulomb (C) in his honor. A coulomb is the charge of 6.24
billion billion electrons. We don’t often run into coulombs in everyday work because we don’t have any coulomb meters to
measure them, but the concept of charge underlies everything we do in electronics.

Alessandro Volta, in Italy, invented the electric battery in 1800 by stacking a large number of alternating copper and zinc
plates separated by saline-soaked cardboard. Prior to his invention there was no such thing as an electric circuit or a continuous
electric current. The importance of his invention, and of the concept of electromotive force, can hardly be overstated; yet the
unit of the volt for EMF was not widely used until after an 1891 standards conference sponsored by the American Institute of
Electrical Engineers.

Hans Christian Oersted (Danish) established the link between electricity and magnetism in 1820 when he noticed that a
compass needle was affected by a current carrying wire. The unit of magnetic field strength (an obscure thing) is named for
him.

Andre Marie Ampere (French) read of Oersted's discovery and within the year he had invented the electromagnetic coil and
had developed a mathematical theory quantifying how electric currents produce magnetic forces. The unit of current, which
equals a flow rate of one coulomb per second, is named for Ampere.

Georg Simon Ohm (German) developed the famous law which bears his name in 1827. Legend has it that, lacking an
ammeter, he used his bodily shock sensation to judge the increasing currents due to increasing voltage: “60 cells - that tickles;
120 cells - ouch; 120 cells - yikes!”

Henry Cavendish, an Englishman, had proposed the | = E / R relationship years earlier in private writings which remained
unknown until the late 1800s when James Clerk Maxwell edited and published his papers. As with Leif Ericson and Columbus,
it was not the one who made the first discovery, but the one who first revealed it to the world who was honored. The unit of
resistance might have been the Cavendish, but itis the Ohm. James Watt was a Scottish engineer who improved the design
of the steam engine in 1769 by using a separate condenser chamber to cool the steam back to water. Thomas Newcomen had
invented a rather clumsy steam engine in 1712, and modern high-pressure steam engines were developed by Richard Trevithick
around 1800, but Watt was chosen over them to have the unit of electrical power named after him. At first this may seem
strange, because Watt's work was not in the electrical area. But in the metric system the unit of power — mechanical or
electrical — is the watt. The equivalency in English units is 746 watts = 1 horsepower.

So much for the coulomb, volt, amp, ohm, and watt. Next time we will check out some of the more obscure electrical units, and
the people they were named for.

Until then, 73 de Dan, K8JW L LIO/BIEREAILIAIRIMEEWIRIT|C
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1. Call heard during
Movermber

5. Bygone
1L CO DX of fame
14. "Hurry!"

15, Deleted HEO last
e

16. Hebrew month

17. Org. not for OMs
18, Less inept

19, KHG root

20. VPh qr space

23, News manager

25. Listened attentively

26. The missing ones for
your DXCC #], say

27. Suflix with MOS or J
3. Engine sounds

31. W8 - VE3 separator
32. Provides weapons
agaim

34. What it costs o get to
B577

4. Less fal
41. Three-ply cookie

42. Kind of fimsh, ona
fronl panel, say

46. Modern alternative to
a#d7, ep

47. Navigation radio

48, "We gol -
early ham radio headlne
50. 5, SWER and others
51. Bad WX on KHAR"?
55. Suffix with posi-

56. "E pluribus tmum,”
e.p

57. Elevator guy

6l). Lunar effect

61. Plate

Michigan’s First Special Service Club

DXpedition Ditties
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62. Plenty
63, Midmonth time
4. Temporary guys

05, El language, e g

Down

1. IOTA item

2. "Got 11"

3. IS-land island

4. Talk mecoherently

5. Hamshack sign. when
Iransmitimng

. Grease

7. Where to find a hero
8. Fifty-fifty

0 or 360

10. Prefix with -dyne
11. KL7

12. Listener to a 50,
say

13, Belonging to dx-
peditioner Colvin

21. Sin minus 9
22, Severe

23, She sheep

24. DL org.

17, Wild

28, Spanish PX

29, Aligned

2. Future fish

33. Buro alt., sometimes
A5. Grace word

36. A little number”?

J7. Word with Lightning,

for hams especially
38, Kind of admural

39, Geologic periods

42. DX-peditioner Laine
43. Tick or mile cousin
dd. 3-5002, for example
45. Metric 62-across

47. KH6 parland

49, Winds of propagation
5. Long lresses

52. Billionth: Prefix

53, Last bit, m RTTY,
say

54. Like a splattering
S5B signal
58. PC key

59. VP6 heading from
EHb
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MCRCA Dues run from January 1st to December 31st.
Please check your name on the sheet below to see where you stand.
You can fill out the form on the next page to pay your dues.

June 18, 2026

Call Name Exp date Call Name Exp date
KESPUN Aaron Liske 2025 KJ8H Keith Hutchinson 2026
NVl Barbara Wilson 2026 KESLRD Ken Grooms 2024
WBWJG Bill Grimm 2026 KE8BYC Lance Charter 2020
KESTPU Bill Mercer 2022 KEBOTG Larry Lenhart 2023
KB8KQC Brenda VanDaele 2026 KESQGU Madonna Burkit 2024
KFSAOL Bob Morrison 2026 WeMew Mark Wheeler 2027
WBSGUN Bob Van Klingeren 2026 KEBUWZ Mike Courington 2024
KESWYY Brian Paules 2026 KESTYC Mike Isbell 2022
KF8DKD Caleb Cameron 2026 NBKUF M?ke Karmol 2026
WABEFK Dale Williams 2026 KFEPXU Mike Ebbs 2026
KC8BUD Daniel Bain 2024 KA8PQH Neil Remaklus 2026
KBBAQJ Dan Kay 2025 KF8AYH Omar Metwally 2025

Nancy Kay 2025 W8P Paul Trouten 2026
AGSS! Dave Buchko 2026 ECSAZFf Eet:t:.Fc:gacs Zgi;
WBIE Dave Benoit 2023 cace ebpie rorgacs
KESYQE Phil Bardoni 2025
KFS8DRN Dave Grassley 2026
. . WS8NBS Randy Meyer 2022
K8EKG David Hatfield 2024 .
. . NOPWL Rick Durham 2027
KE8RXC Debbie Bardoni 2022 )
KESRU Rich Spackey 2027
KF8DZD Delmer Taylor 2026 .
. KESUNH Rick Wykle 2022
KE8ZAR Dennis Hulvey 2026
KD8ZUI Rob Howe 2026
N8BZN Donald Fritz 2026
K8HV Robert Lawrence 2022
KF8CCH Doug Orr 2027
KBOF b Wh 2026 KE8OSX Ron Duvall 2027
sy Ezl;g | jrry o KF8FYP Ron Guyer 2026
. ererr KESCQO Ron Hills 2025
KC8RQK Fred Ki 2025
Q rec finsey KD8ZNZ Rodney Haddix 2026
K8EBI Fred VanDaele 2026 WO00 Russ DeCrease 2025
KS8G Gaylord Knauss 2026 KD8HYS Sandra Burr 2026
KBEOSU George ng 2026 W8SMB Scott Burkey 2026
KESVLQ Gregory Milatz 2026 WASPYL Scott Retzlaff 2026
KESVTT Isaac Burkey 2026 KESMFY Steve Orlowski 2026
N8ZLQ Jim Boutain 2029 NENYP Terry Kolton 2029
WDBNWF James Toomey 2026 KDSKHX Tim Long 2026
KN8CR Jeff Breitner 2026 NBOSC Tom Cooper 2024
K8OLV Jeff Giles 2026 KESUDH Tom Hughey 2002
KP Jeff Peters 2027 KEBKNZ Tom Imlach 2022
W8HEJ Joe Hays 2026 KG8P Tom Jenkins 2026
N8RV John Bills 2027 KESNSU Tony Griffin 2027
NBDXR John Copeland 2026 KF8BKN Trafton Davis 2026
KBUMF John Miller 2026 KC8SKP Wes Busdiecker 2027

WAB8YZB John Turner 2027 NSMWQ Woody Kirkman 2023
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Monroe County Radio Communications Association

Dues run from January 1st to December 31st of each year. As a current / Past Member, you are
invited to attend our monthly meetings to find out the latest plans for our club. You may pay your
dues at any regular meeting or by filling in the form below and mailing it to:

MCRCA, 4 Carl Dr, Monroe, Ml 48162.

Your membership and support will help with the continued success of our club. Thank you.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/ RENEWAL FORM
Regular — $10 — Add’l Family — $5 each

DATE ARRL MEMBER? Y N RRRA Member? Y N
NAME

ADDRESS PHONE

CITY STATE ZIp

CALL CLASS ____ E-MAIL:

ADDITIONAL Family Members:

Please Circle All That Apply:
Active Bands: 160 80 75 40 30 20 17 15 12 10 6 2 220 440 higher
Modes: CW - SSB - DIGITAL - PACKET - RTTY - FM - DX - MOBILE - EME - SAT - ATV - SSTV

Interests: Traffic - DX - Contests - Foxhunts - Satellites - Nets — Antennas - Computers
Emergency - ARES/RACES - Skywarn - Classic Radios (circle all that apply)

This is just a short note to let members know about a new impressive ham radio software package which is being
developed by Stu G5STU titled Station Master Pro. There are way too many features to present here but here are a few:

- Multiple Cluster options including Ruster Cluster and Radar

- Logging software that works with popular ham radio loggers like QRZ

- Rotor Support: Full support for rotor systems.

- Station Maps: Visual displays of QSOs.

- Ham Radio Tools: Integration of VOACAP and MUF.

- WSJT-X Support: Support for WSJT-X, including FT2.

- A wide variety of widgets for customizing the appearance of the user interface

Google searches will provide much more information for anyone interested in learning more about the software. Suggested
search terms are “Station Master Pro” and StationMasterPro. There is a monthly charge of about $4.00.

John Miller KBUMF
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Amateur Radio Examinations Monroe, MI

Monroe County Radio Communications Association Amateur Radio examinations are held the 3rd4 Saturday of every
even numbered month at:

American Red Cross Chapter Bldg. Registrations preferred 2026 Schedule:
1645 North Dixie Highway Call for information. February 21 April 18
Monroe, MT 48161 email address and FRN required June 20 August 15

October 17 December 19

TESTING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 9:00 AM

Applicants are expected to have all forms filled out and be ready to take tests at that time. Coffee and doughnuts
are available at 8:30 AM. For more information or to make reservations, call Paul Trouten - W8PI at 734-854-2224

Join us at the next meeting Local Net

July 16th 7:30 pm ARPSC Net - Ever'Y Mondqy evening on '72-Monroe
American Red Cross Chapter Bldg. e 7R b st el 00,
1645 North Dixie Highway ARPSC Meeting first Thursday of every month at the
Monroe, MI 48162 EMD office on Raisinville Rd.. 7:00 PM

(D
One Day Bi-Monthly Technician classes
Next class will be August 8th, 2026.

The Monroe County Radio Communications Association (MCRCA) is offering a one-day Amateur
Radio course for the Technician class license in April. The class will run from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
on the second Saturday of every even numbered month. The cost is $10 and includes lunch,
snacks and beverages. The test will be conducted immediately following the class and has a
separate fee of $14. These classes will be held at the Red Cross building, 1645 N Dixie Hwy,
Monroe, MI 48162.

There is a maximum class size of 10 people on a first come first served basis and you should sign
up no later than 1 week before the class. All study material and testing paperwork will be provided
at the time you sign up and you should plan on doing some pre-class studying to make things
easier in the class.

If you are interested in becoming a Ham Radio Operator, please call or email me to get signed up
for the next class.

N8BZN Don Fritz / (419) 345-4495 after 6PM / Donfritz56@gmail.com

D
New MCRCA Members

Please welcome recent new member to the club.
Bill Grimm, W8WJG



