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--------------D Fritz Bitz:

October Club Program

This month we have two antenna related programs.

The first covers End Fed Antennas, how they work and what to consider in installing one.
You may recall that we used a really effective end fed antenna at Field Day for our “Get on the
Air” (GOTA) station.

The second video details the implications relating to antenna height, be it Yagi, dipole,
vertical or end fed, and how its height can significantly affect the range you may have for your
signals.

I’m in the UP as I write this to drive around to look at
the fall colors. The trees are in full color and it is a
thing of beauty. We come up every fall and the timing
is a little tough sometimes but this year was right on
the money. I’ve been having trouble with my dual band
mobile so I didn’t put it in my wife’s car this time. It
turned out not to be a big deal because the 01/61
machine in Newberry is down anyway. I did bring my
HF rig that I can set up in my car at night but I have not had time yet and doubt I will. So this will
be my first ham free trip in a long time.

Contest season is running hot and heavy and the couple of times I did get involved the bands
were not great but they were okay and I was able to make several contacts. I hope the conditions
improve over the winter and I have more time to take advantage of it. If you have never done any
HF contesting, give it a try. If you are a Technician, there are some worldwide contests that will
have hams from all over the world using 10 meters. If you would like to get your General license,
remember I have the General upgrade class in December so you too can use more of the HF
bands.

I told you I am in the UP for a few days. My big problem is, there are several things I do on my
computer while I am here but I can’t this time. I forgot my power cord for the laptop and I have
about 15% battery left so I need to be done. Sorry to cut it short but I need to save a little
battery for emergencies.

So, until next month, 73.

See you at the meeting.

Don Fritz, N8BZN
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MCRCA Meeting Minutes for August 20, 2026

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, by Don N8BZN.
Pledge of Allegiance
Introductions: No new members, upgrades or guests.

MINUTES: Motion by Dale WA8EFK, supported by Paul W8PI, to approve as written in the
Herald. Approved.

TREASURER REPORT: Motion by Paul W8PI, supported by Wes KC8SKP, to approve the
treasurer’s report as passed out to the membership. Approved.

DX REPORT: Paul W8PI,  Cambodia on but hard to work. 17m very good at 5:45 and 8:20
pm. Namibia, Aug 25 to Oct 10.

CONTESTING: Paul W8PI, Aug the busiest month. QSO parties, Aug 23 – OH – HI. Aug 25
KS. Sept 6 – TN, Sept 12 – NJ – CO.  Sept. 19 – IA – TX – NH – WA salmon run. Sept 26 –
MA.

TESTING: Paul - Next session - Sat. October 17, 2026. Appointments Preferred - FRN
and email req’d    Check in for testing online at hamexam.org

CLASSES: Don - Next class - Sat. October 10, 2026 contact Don N8BZN – Tech class  - Aug
8 class, 4 passed and 2 kids didn’t. December 12th will be a General class and test.

ARPSC: n/a

RRRA:  Mike N8KUF, Ida repeater DMR some issues, FM is OK. Everything else is OK.

OLD BUSINESS:  Still need a new hamfest chairman. Fred will not do it next year.

NEW BUSINESS:  n/a

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING:  Terry N8NYP, Gig KS8G, Paul W8PI

50/50: Mike N8KUF, donated to scholarship

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Findley Sept. 13th and Adrian Sept. 20th

PROGRAM:  The Simpson 260 analog Volt-ohm-milliammeter (VOM)

ADJOURNED:  8:30 pm

ATTENDANCE:  17

WA8EFK Dale KF8DRN David N8BZN Don K8EBI Fred
KS8G Gig KN8CR Jeff K8UMF John KJ8H Keit
N8KUF Mike KA8PQH Neil W8PI Paul KE8MFY Steve
N8NYP Terry KF8BKN Trafton KC8SKP Wes Margaret Knauss
Jill Miller
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MCRCA Meeting Minutes for September 17, 2026

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, by Don N8BZN.
Pledge of Allegiance
Introductions: No new members, no upgrades or guests.

MINUTES: Not Available

TREASURER REPORT: Not Available

DX REPORT: Tom KG8P, Paul gave a report Tom did not show.

CONTESTING: Paul W8PI,

TESTING: Paul - Next session - Sat. October 17, 2026. Appointments Preferred - FRN and email req’d -
Start registering via HamStudy.org

CLASSES: Don - Next class - Sat. October 10, 2026 contact Don N8BZN – Tech class

ARPSC Jim WD8NWF,   S.E.T. Help needed October 3rd  at 0800.  Spook patrol October 31st Dundee

RRRA: Mike N8KUF, Issues with Ida DMR. Tech Team is working thru them. Still functions on UHF FM

OLD BUSINESS:  Still need a new hamfest chairman. Fred will NOT do it next year.

NEW BUSINESS:  Barb NM8I, will do the Christmas Party.  The hall has been reserved for 12/17 and the price went up

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING: Jim WD8NWF, and Joe Hayes N8AD

50/50: Jim Toomey donated it back to scholarship.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Adrian Hamfest this Sunday the 20th.  0800 General Gate

PROGRAM:  “Which coax cable should I use?”

ADJOURNED:  2015 H

ATTENDANCE:  15

NM8I Barb WB8GUN Bob W8PH Brian WA8EFK Dale
N8BZN Don WD8NWF Jim N8AD Joe K8UMF John
KJ8H Keith N8KUF Mike KA8PQH Neil W8PI Paul
N8NYP Terry KC8SKP Wes Jill Miller

Trick-or-treating in the Village of Dundee, Michigan for 2026,

is scheduled for Saturday, October 31, 2026, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Schedule of Events (Saturday, October 31, 2026)

 Downtown Halloween Bash: 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. (hosted by the Dundee Downtown Development Authority in
the municipal parking lot off M-50)

o Features cider, donuts, hot dogs, and prizes.

 Neighborhood Trick-or-Treating: 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. throughout the village.
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ARPSC Report

October….Fall, SET, Spook Patrol, Cider, Pumpkins...and coming soon.. Snow…

The Fall 2026 Statewide Simulated Emergency Test (SET) was held on October 3, with
a focus on local exercise planning, the notification process for activation, Winlink Field
Situation Reports, MI CIMS, and a few other items. The structure of the exercise was
local activation’s with the SEOC available to provide support.

I am currently working on the National scoring and after action reports which will take a
bit longer this year.  It is my hope to have the reports done and announced at our meeting and here in the newsletter by the end
of the year.  The National scores will not be announced by the league until June of next year in the July issue of QST.

I cannot begin to express the gratitude I have for the Monroe ARPSC team and the rest of the Amateur Operators in Monroe
County for their work and support in the SET and EVERYDAY!  THANK YOU ALL!!

The next upcoming event is the Dundee Spook Patrol. This year it is Saturday OCTOBER 31st from 4:30-8pm.  If you can help
out, contact me or use the sign up form on the ARPSC webpage under Calendar tab, Upcoming Public Service Activities.  We
will need at least 6 teams to cover Dundee.  You must either have a mobile radio in your vehicle or a mag-mount antenna to
connect to an HT to participate.  HT’s without an exterior antenna do not provide acceptable coverage especially from the
subdivision on the east side of town.   This is a fun event where we provide extra sets of eyes for the Dundee Police while
enjoying the decorations and the kids costumes.  We attempt to have 2 people per vehicle, 1 to drive and 1 to be an additional
set of eyes.  The second person can be an additional ham or your significant other, licensed or not.  You also DO NOT have to
be a part of ARPSC, this is open to ANY licensed Amateur Operator.

There will be a Saturday Training Session Saturday November 7th at 9am at EMD.   We will be participating in the
RadioRally Event  (See Below for a quick overview) to test operations and have fun.  Again this will be open to all Amateur
Radio Operators.  Please e-mail me mycallsign@yahoo.com if you wish to participate and watch for more information.
Hopefully the initial run will work out and we can expand it next year!!

RadioRally

Radio Rally was developed over 2025 and 2026 by Darrell Krueger, KI4RXJ, as a fun and friendly team competition incorporating
elements of amateur radio contests, portable operating, time-speed-distance (TSD) rallying, and emergency communications.
Events are designed to be run by local radio clubs and can be easily scaled by time, geography, and radio license class.

Radio Rally was inspired by the RaDAR concept created by ZS6BNE in South Africa and promoted in the USA by N4KGL.

Radio Rally challenges operators in the following ways:

 Mobile and Portable Operations are important for certain types of contests and during emergencies when primary
communications are down. Radio operators may need to quickly set up a station in an unfamiliar location.

 Geography: Unfamiliar locations require a good sense of geography. Radio Rally uses a list of public operating
locations in a given operating area for teams to navigate to and from.

 Time is also a critical element of communication. Radio Rally challenges teams by requiring calculation of their
communication window times. Manual time calculations, printed tables, and paper logs may be the only way to handle
information during an emergency.

 Accuracy and Clarity: RadioRally challenges operators’ accuracy and clarity in communication. The correct response
may look or sound similar to other incorrect responses, or the response may be a tongue-twister and a challenge to
speak clearly over the air.

 Teamwork: Finally, RadioRally encourages teamwork. Teams are a great way to pool resources, share information,
and make connections between more experienced and less experienced operators.

Thanks to WB8GUN for bringing this to my attention. (Continued next page)



If you are interested in honing your skills or building new ones, please feel free to stop in to any of our meetings or training
sessions, or participate on our nets.  We are here to help every operator learn and perform better.  It doesn’t matter if your call
sign was just posted on the FCC database or you have had your ticket for decades, we are always looking for additional
operators.

ARPSC meetings are usually the first Thursday of every month at 7:30pm at the EMD on Raisinville Rd.  The next meeting is
Thursday November 5th.

As always Thanks to the club and the club webmaster for linking our FB and webpage, and to Fred for his time getting this
newsletter out.

73
Lance Charter, KE8BYC
Emergency Coordinator
Monroe County Amateur Radio Public Service Corps
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Will RADE Be the Next SSB?

Radio Autoencoder (RADE) has the potential to reshape high-frequency (HF) communications much like single sideband
(SSB) did 50 years ago, though its ultimate success as the “next SSB” depends on widespread adoption. Developed by
FreeDV with funding from Amateur Radio Digital Communications (ARDC) and released in June 2025, RADE represents a
major leap forward in open-source digital voice modes.

How RADE Compares to SSB

 Spectrum Efficiency: RADE occupies only half the bandwidth of a traditional SSB signal (roughly a 1.5 kHz
channel compared to D-Star’s 6.25 kHz or standard SSB widths), enabling less band interference and higher spectral
density.

 Speech Quality: By combining machine learning with classical digital signal processing (DSP), RADE delivers
significantly more natural-sounding speech than previous digital voice modes.

 Weak Signal Performance: The mode can efficiently operate at signal-to-noise ratios (SNRs) as low as -2 dB,
allowing clear communication even in poor HF propagation conditions.

Adoption Hurdles and Current Progress

For RADE to truly replace or rival SSB, it must overcome the classic hurdle of hardware integration. Historically, digital voice
required external computer setups. However, the tide began turning in May 2026 when the FreeDV team collaborated with radio
manufacturers to integrate RADE directly into transceivers. For instance, a downloadable module is available to install directly
on certain FlexRadio models, while other operators can still run it via an external computer connection.

If you would like to explore this new mode further, let me know if you want to look into compatible radio models, details on
how to set up the open-source software, or the technical specifics behind its machine-learning algorithm.
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“Dan, come down for supper. Now! I’ve been calling you for fifteen minutes.”

“Right away, Mom,” I yelled down the stairs. It was my turn to transmit, so I tapped a quick ‘QRT FR CHOW – 73’ to Doug and
Al on my hand key, and ran downstairs. I left the rig on, thinking I’d be back in half an hour.

It was 1958, and I had just started my sophomore year in high school. I’d gotten my novice license six months before, and for
the past six weeks had been meeting Doug and Al on 3718 kc nearly every day after school. We were from three different high
schools, although our houses were each little more than a mile from the others. We had been arguing the merits of straight
dipoles vs. folded dipoles, and I left the Handbook standing propped up behind the key, where I had been sending quotes from
it to prove a point.

Now I must tell you that we had an alley cat named Mr. Thompson who had a serious problem with cold weather. He would
climb under the bed covers with you if you let him. He always sat on top of the hot-air register in the kitchen floor. He
sometimes came up from the basement smelling of singed hair, and we knew he had been sitting on the main hot-air duct from
the furnace again. He had a crooked tail from getting it caught in the fan belt of the car one winter day; he had been sitting on
the engine block to keep warm, and got a big surprise when Dad started the car.

Well, it was a chilly fall day, and Mr. Thompson had been chased off of every source of heat in the house — until he found my
DX-35 transmitter, still power-on. Of course, he attached himself to the top of it like a barnacle, blocking the vent holes. And on
his way up he managed to knock over the Handbook, which fell on the key knob, putting a steady 65-watt howl on 3718.

Why hadn’t I switched the rig to Standby? Good question. Why, oh why, hadn’t I switched the rig to Standby.

Doug and Al had been carrying on the QSO, naturally — having moms, perhaps, who were not so serious about family dinner
time. Since our houses were as close as they were, our signals were mutually obliterating, so when the cat turned the carrier
on they knew it could only be me.

They tried getting me on the phone, but as luck would have it, my younger sister had been home sick that day, and being
excused from the dinner table, was using the opportunity to do some extended chatting with her best friend, with whom she
chatted endlessly every day anyway.

Consulting with one another by phone, Doug and Al reached the conclusion that I must have taken the rig out of the cabinet to
mess with it again, hit the 600 volts, and was slumped over the key dying of electric shock. They agreed to hop on their bikes
and pedal to the rescue.

Meanwhile, Mr. Thompson was growing more and more comfortable as the rig overheated. The plates of the 6146 final glowed
orange, then red, and Mr. Thompson began to notice a peculiar odor. Now Mr. Thompson was fatally curious, as his breed is
said to be, and in his case this was especially true in matters olfactory. So we can imagine that, at about the time the
transmitter was approaching its limit of thermal abuse, Mr. Thompson got up and put his nose to the vent holes.

Just at that moment Doug and Al arrived, bursting through the front door and racing for the upstairs, with incoherent shouts of
explanation to Mom and Dad in the kitchen. They were too overwrought to notice me, about ten feet behind them, and they had
reached about the fourth step from the top when the transmitter blew. It sounded very much like a rifle crack, and was followed
in about a second by a sizzling frying sound reminiscent of old Frankenstein movies. We figured a filter cap shorted first; then,
with no fuse to protect them, the transformer and filter choke fried. Of course, immediately following the rifle crack came a
sound impossible to describe, but very definitely associated with an extremely distressed wild animal.

We heard several thumps as the animal careened off various closet doors trying for an exit. Finally, as the black smoke started
rolling out the door to the hall, Mr. Thompson rocketed out about five feet above the floor level, four sets of claws outstretched
ready to slice to ribbons anything in his way. He never seemed to touch the floor. Maybe he got his purchase off a wall or the
banister. In any case, he literally flew over our heads, down the stairs, and out the front door, howling a mixture of fright and
defiance all the way.

I never even bothered to price a replacement transformer. I just put in one salvaged from an early Œ50s television set — so the
DX-35 was demoted from a 65- watt to a 50-watt rig; but it continued to give me many enjoyable QSOs. In fact, I still have it,
these 42 years later. And, in an illustration of the benefits of adversity, once I had modified the power supply, I felt no hesitation

Continued next page



Michigan’s First Special Service Club      Page  7

about making other modifications: 160- meter coverage, side-tone oscillator, speech processing, etc. This led to a series of
home brew rigs, and eventually a career in electronics.

As for Mr. Thompson, I guess the ordeal scared him pretty badly. He never came back. Although my thoughts about him in the
days immediately after he ruined my transmitter were not so charitable, I often find myself hoping now that he managed to get
himself adopted by a retired couple who spent their winters in Florida.

Until next month, 73 de Dan, K8JWR

A new paper published in the peer-reviewed journal Space Weather examines a curious 16-minute delay almost
180 years ago. At the Exeter platform, passengers sat motionless from 10:05 pm to 10:21 pm because signalers
couldn’t confirm that the track was clear.

A sunspot was to blame. Just as the train was scheduled to leave the station, a geomagnetic storm interfered with
the telegraph system. Electric currents surged through the wires, and the needles signalers used to check the
line swung wildly.

The next morning, British clergyman Temple Chevallier sketched a huge sunspot group facing Earth. A month
later, when the same sunspot group came around again, auroras lit up the skies of Italy. On Nov. 17, 1848,
telegraph instruments between Florence and Pisa jammed just as they had done in Exeter.

All of this took place 11 years before the Carrington Event—a September 1859 solar super-storm sometimes
called “the birth of space weather.” Solar flares were discovered during the Carrington Event when Richard
Carrington saw the bloom of a flare on his solar projection screen.

Before you memorize 1848, however, consider the previous year. On March 19, 1847, railway engineer William
Barlow noticed something strange on the Midland Railway near Derby, England. “A brilliant aurora was seen,” he
reported to the Royal Society, “and during the whole time, strong alternating deflections occurred on all [our
telegraph] instruments.”

The authors of the new paper believe that is the first documented case of the sun interfering with human tech. The
“Barlow Event,” anyone?

Read the full paper here: https://doi.org/10.1029/2026SW005239

Barlow Event

Fred
Typewritten Text
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KE8PUN Aaron Liske 2025

NM8I Barbara Wilson 2026

W8WJG Bill Grimm 2026

KE8TPU Bill Mercer 2022

KB8KQC Brenda VanDaele 2026

KF8AOL Bob Morrison 2026

WB8GUN Bob Van Klingeren 2026

KE8WYY Brian Paules 2026

KF8DKD Caleb Cameron 2026

WA8EFK Dale Williams 2026

KC8BUD Daniel Bain 2024

KB8AQJ Dan Kay 2025

Nancy Kay 2025

AC8SI Dave Buchko 2026

W8IIE Dave Benoit 2023

KF8DRN Dave Grassley 2026

K8EKG David Hatfield 2024

KE8RXC Debbie Bardoni 2022

KF8DZD Delmer Taylor 2026

KE8ZAR Dennis  Hulvey 2026

N8BZN Donald Fritz 2026

KF8CCH Doug Orr 2027

K8OF Doug Wherry 2026

WS8Y Ed Keller Jr 2023

KC8RQK Fred Kinsey 2025

K8EBI Fred VanDaele 2026

KS8G Gaylord Knauss 2026

KB8OSU George Low 2026

KE8VLQ Gregory Milatz 2026

KE8VTT Isaac Burkey 2026

N8ZLQ Jim Boutain 2029

WD8NWF James Toomey 2026

KN8CR Jeff Breitner 2026

K8OLV Jeff Giles 2026

K9JP Jeff Peters 2027

N8AD Joe Hays 2026

N8RWI John Bills 2027

N8DXR John Copeland 2026

K8UMF John Miller 2026

WA8YZB John Turner 2027

MCRCA Dues run from January 1st to December 31st.
Please check your name on the sheet below to see where you stand.

You can fill out the form on the next page to pay your dues.

 June 18, 2026

 Call                  Name                 Exp date                    Call                 Name                   Exp date
KJ8H Keith Hutchinson 2026

KE8LRD Ken  Grooms 2024

KE8BYC Lance Charter 2020

KE8OTG Larry Lenhart 2023

KE8QGU Madonna Burkit 2024

W8MCW Mark Wheeler 2027

KE8UWZ Mike Courington                 2024

KE8TYC Mike Isbell 2022

N8KUF Mike Karmol 2026

KF8FXU Mike Ebbs 2026

KA8PQH Neil Remaklus 2026

KF8AYH Omar Metwally 2025

W8PI Paul Trouten 2026

KC8AZZ Peter Forgacs 2027

KC8CCR Debbie Forgacs 2027

KE8YQE Phil Bardoni 2025

W8NBS Randy Meyer 2022

N9PWL Rick Durham 2027

KE8RIJ Rich Spackey 2027

KE8UNH Rick Wykle 2022

KD8ZUI Rob Howe 2026

K8HV Robert Lawrence 2022

KE8OSX Ron Duvall 2027

KF8FYP Ron Guyer 2026

KE8CQO Ron Hills 2025

KD8ZNZ Rodney Haddix 2026

WO0O Russ DeCrease 2025

KD8HYS Sandra Burr 2026

W8SMB Scott Burkey 2026

WA8PYL Scott Retzlaff 2026

KE8MFY Steve Orlowski 2026

N8NYP Terry Kolton 2029

KD8KHX Tim Long 2026

N8OSC Tom Cooper 2024

KE8UDH Tom Hughey 2022

KE8KNZ Tom Imlach 2022

KG8P Tom Jenkins 2026

KE8NSU Tony Griffin 2027

KF8BKN Trafton Davis 2026

KC8SKP Wes Busdiecker 2027

N8MWQ Woody Kirkman 2023

Fred
Typewritten Text
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Monroe County Radio Communication Association
Membership Application Form

Time to renew your membership, or to become a new member?  Here’s the perfect opportunity to do either.
Just fill out this form and turn it in, along with your annual dues (see form for amount due) at the next general
membership meeting OR mail it in to us at the address shown at the bottom of the form.

Membership has its privileges!
Here are just a few:
…an email subscription to the Hertzian Herald
…an opportunity to do community service through club-sponsored events
…lots of fun activities like Hamfest, Field Day, Fox Hunting and more
…a network of incredibly helpful, friendly, knowledgeable people who share your enthusiasm for
amateur radio

And that’s just the beginning.  As a member, you’ll have opportunities to present your ideas, as well. So fill out
the form below and get started

NEW MEMBERS and Renewals: $10.00 for the calendar year. Additional family members $ 5.00 each

    (    )   New Member      (    )   Renewal     (    )    Address change          DATE ____________________

CALLSIGN ______________ LICENSE CLASS ____________________  LICENSE EXP DATE __________

NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________
      (LAST, FIRST, MI)

(Family:) Name: _______________ Call  ______________  Name _____________________ Call  __________

Address   ______________________________________________________________________________

City  ________________________________________________  State  _______  Zip  ________________

Home phone: ______________________  Cell: _____________________

E-mail Address __________________________________________________________________________

Comments, Questions or Ideas for Programs:____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

If you wish to submit this form by mail, please remit it, as well as a check for the amount specified to the
MCRCA to the following address:

Monroe County Radio Comm Assoc
4 Carl Drive

Monroe, MI 48162

?



Join us at the next meeting
October 15th 7:30 pm

 American Red Cross Chapter Bldg.
1645 North Dixie Highway

 Monroe, MI 48162
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Amateur Radio Examinations Monroe, MI
Monroe County Radio Communications Association Amateur Radio examinations are held the 3rd Saturday of every
even numbered month at:

American Red Cross Chapter Bldg.     Registrations preferred 2026  Schedule:
1645 North Dixie Highway        Call for information. February 21    April 18
Monroe, MI 48161 email address and FRN required             June 20          August 15

October 17     December 19

TESTING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 9:00 AM
Applicants are expected to have all forms filled out and be ready to take tests at that time. Coffee and doughnuts
are available at 8:30 AM. For more information or to make reservations, call Paul Trouten - W8PI at 734-854-2224

Local Net
ARPSC Net - Every Monday evening on ’72-Monroe
(146.72 Mhz) starting at 8:00pm.

ARPSC Meeting first Thursday of every month at the
      EMD office on Raisinville Rd.. 7:00 PM

One Day Bi-Monthly Technician classes

Next class will be December 12th, 2026.

The Monroe County Radio Communications Association (MCRCA) is offering a one-day Amateur
Radio course for the GENERAL class license in April. The class will run from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
on the second Saturday of every even numbered month. The cost is $10 and includes lunch,
snacks and beverages. The test will be conducted immediately following the class and has a
separate fee of $14. These classes will be held at the Red Cross building, 1645 N Dixie Hwy,
Monroe, MI 48162.

There is a maximum class size of 10 people on a first come first served basis and you should sign
up no later than 1 week before the class. All study material and testing paperwork will be provided
at the time you sign up and you should plan on doing some pre-class studying to make things
easier in the class.

If you are interested in becoming a Ham Radio Operator, please call or email me to get signed up
for the next class.

N8BZN Don Fritz / (419) 345-4495 after 6PM / Donfritz56@gmail.com

New MCRCA Members

Please welcome recent new member to the club.




