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D Fritz Bitz:

| was ordering parts for the 5 or so receivers |
am refurbishing the other day. | told my wife |
was getting my winter projects in order and she
told me she had plenty of winter projects for me.
It looked like it may be a long winter so | ordered
more parts.

. =
| have been working for the past few weeks to

organize my shack a little better. | ordered some new coax switches and am making
new power and coax jumpers with custom lengths to reduce the clutter. | have a
bad habit of grabbing a 10-foot cord out of the box to do a 2 foot job. | am re-
configuring my workbench and ham shack to make room in my basement for a
solar project so it’s a good time to go over the whole thing and clean it up.

One of the project receivers is the Hallicrafters SX-100 that | used for several years
with an Eldico SSB-100 transmitter as my main station. As a novice | used this
setup to make several 5 wpm CW contacts many years ago. It stopped working a
couple years ago and it is high on my list of things to make work again. Most of the
receivers are things | have purchased over the last couple of years that just need
re-capped and they will work fine. A couple need more serious work but that’s fine,
I need the practice.

| am also going to clean out my barn this winter but that is a dumpster project.
(maybe several) My new rule is that if | haven’t used itin at least 5 years and | can
afford another one, it either gets sold if it has value, or thrown away if it doesn’t. That
will eliminate a lot of things from the barn. That will be good too because | have a
couple of repeater projects | need to do in the barn. It's to tough to get the big
cabinets in the basement so the barn works fine.

10 meters has been open almost daily to somewhere. | listen to 29.6 FM quite a bit
and have talked to several people from the west coast over the past few weeks. If |
have time during the day | scrub the 10-meter band and almost always find someone.
| hope to spend a little more time in the shack this winter than | have in the past
couple of years. That is if she doesn’t find too many other projects for me. I'm going

down to order more parts
CHRISTMAS

PARTY

Hope to see everyone at the Christmas party!

So, until next month, 73.
Don Fritz
N8BZN
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Michigan’s First Special Service Club

MCRCA Meeting Minutes for November 17, 2022

Meeting called to order at 7:32 pm, by Don N8BZN.
Pledge of Allegiance
Introductions: No new members, upgrades and 1 guests. Bruce Chapin

MINUTES: Motion by Paul W8PI, supported by Wes KC8SKP, to approve as written in the
Herald. Approved.

TREASURER REPORT: Motion by Paul W8PI, supported by Scott W8SMB, to approve the
treasurer’s report as passed out to the membership. Approved.

DX REPORT: Tom KG8P, DXpeditions beginning — South of the Equator, some called off due
to weather. Bouvet is training Mountain climbers to install their antennas. Tom also displayed
some Baluns, UNUNSs, and a spider beam mast.

CONTESTING: Paul W8PI, displayed a list of forth coming contests with sweepstakes included.
CQ World-Wide CW this weekend. Paul also reported on Field Day — MCRCA was #1 in 2A
Michigan, #2 in Great Lakes Division, and top 8% in North America.

CLASSES: Sat. December 10, 2022 contact Don N8BZN, Important for students to study
before class, December 1%t is cut-off date. If no applications, class will not be held.

TESTING: Next session - Sat. Dec. 17, 2022. Appointments Preferred - FRN and email
req’d

ARPSC: Next meeting is December 1%, at EMD. It will be a planning meeting.
ARRL: $238,000 in grants to be awarded. New contest in 2023 for volunteers held via LoTW.
RRRA: Updates on equipment, new battery - working on minor problem with Echolink.

OLD BUSINESS: Don N8BZN, set up a lending library in club station — sheet provided for
sign-out and return in one month. Accepting donations of similar books to expand the collection.

NEW BUSINESS: Christmas Party Dec. 15 at Monroe Country Club Estates Community
Room.

Don N8BZN proposed to contribute $500 to RRRA to cover emergency fund if antenna work is
needed. Motion by Keith KJ8H, and seconded by Paul W8PI. Passed 100%.

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING: Keith KJ8H
50/50: Tony KESBNSU

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Tom N8OSC announced a fund raiser for wounded law enforcement
officer.

PROGRAM: Tom KG8P, Comoros D60AE Dxpedition
ADJOURNED: 8:45 pm
ATTENDANCE: 16

NM8I Barb WABEFK Dale N8BZN Don K8FGT Ed
WDS8NWF James WAB8YZB John KJ8H Keith N8KUF Mike
KA8PQH Neil W8PI Paul W8SMB Scott N8OSC Tom
KG8P Tom KE8NSU Tony KC8SKP Wes Bruce Chapin
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